
OOUNTY OF NASSAU 
STATE OF FLORIDA 

ORDINANCE NO. 73-26 

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE INSTALLATION, ALTERATION, 
AND MAINTENANCE O F  ALL P I P I N G  EXTEDNDING FROM THE POINT 
O F  DELIVERY O F  GAS FOR USE AS A FUEL AND DESIGNED TO CON- 
VEY OR CARRY THE SAME TO GAS APPLIANCES,  AND REGULATING 
THE INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF APPLIANCES DESIGNED 
TO U T I L I Z E  SUCH GAS A S  A FUEL,  WITHIN THE CORPORATE 
L I M I T S  O F  THE COUNTY OF NASSAU, FLORIDA; PROVIDING FOR 
THE INSPECTION OF S A I D  P I P I N G  AND CERTAIN APPLIANCES;  
PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE O F  POERMITS FOR THE INSTAL- 
LATION O F  S A I D  P I P I N G  AND CERTAIN APPLIANCES AND THE 
COLLECTION O F  INSPECTION F E E S  THEREFOR; PROVIDING FOR 
THE LICENSING O F  PERSONS ENGAGING I N  THE BUSINESS O F  
INSTALLING,  REPAIRING,  OR MAINTAINING S A I D  P I P I N G  OR 
CERTAIN APPLIANCES;  PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLA- 
T I O N  O F  T H I S  ORDINANCE, AND REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING 
ORDINANCES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF NASSAU 

COUNTY. 

CHAPTER 1. T I T L E  

T h i s  ordinance sha l l  be k n o w n  as the " G a s  C o d e "  of the 

C o u n t y  of N a s s a u  and may be c i t ed  as such. 

CHAPTER 2. PURPOSE AND SCOPE 

T h e  purpose o f  th is  ordinance i s  t o  provide m i n i m u m  

standards, provisions and r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  safe ins ta l l a t ion  

of  c o n s u m e r ' s  gas p ip ing  and gas appliances. A l l  such gas 

piping and gas appliances instal led,  replaced, maintained, o r  

repaired w i t h i n  the l i m i t s  of the C o u n t y  of N a s s a u  sha l l  con- 

f o r m  t o  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of th i s  ordinance and t o  the specif i -  

cations,  rules ,  and regulat ions e n t i t l e d  "Installation of 

C o n s u m e r ' s  G a s  P ip ing  and G a s  A p p l i a n c e s 1 '  Southern Standard 

G a s  C o d e ,  approved and adopted by the B o a r d  o f  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  

of the  C o u n t y  of N a s s a u ,  a t  i t s  m e e t i n g  held on the 31st 

day of Ju ly ,  1 9 7 3 ,  by O r d i n a n c e  N o .  73-26, w h i c h  specif icat ions ,  

rules and regulations are hereby incorporated herein by refer- 

ence and m a d e  a p a r t  of t h i s  ordinance as i f  f u l l y  set  f o r t h  

herein. C o p i e s  of such specifications,  rules, and regulations 
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sha l l  be kept on f i l e  in  the office of the Clerk of the Court 

of Nassau County. In any instance wherein Ordinance No. 73-26 

sha l l  be in  conflict  with any of the provisions of th i s  ordinance, 

the l a t t e r  sha l l  govern. 

CHAPTER 3 .  USE OF EXISTING PIPING AND APPLIANCES 

Notwithstanding any provision in  th i s  ordinance to the 

contrary, consumer's piping instal led prior t o  the adoption of 

t h i s  ordinance or piping instal led to supply other than natural  

gas may be converted to  natural  gas, i f  the Inspector finds, 

upon inspection and proper t es t s ,  that  such piping w i l l  render 

reasonably satisfactory gas service to  the consumer and w i l l  not 

in  any way endanger l i f e  or poiperty; otherwise, such piping 

sha l l  be al tered or replaced, in  whole or in  par t ,  to conform 

with the requirements of th i s  ordinance. 

CHAPTER 4 .  BOND AND LICENSE 

(a) No person sha l l  engage in  or work a t  the ins ta l la t ion ,  

extension, al terat ion,  of consumer's gas piping or certain gas 

appliances, u n t i l  such person shal l  have secured a license as 

hereinafter provided, and shal l  have executed and delivered to  

the Clerk of the County Court a good and suff icient  bond in  the 

penal sum of , with corporate surety, 

conditioned for  the fa i th fu l  performance of a l l  such work, 

entered upon or contracted for ,  in  s t r i c t  accordance and com- 

pliance with the provisions of th i s  ordinance. The bond herein 

required sha l l  expire on the f i r s t  day of January next following 

i t s  approval by the County Clerk, and thereafter on the f i r s t  

day of January of each year a new bond, in  form and substance 

as herein required, shal l  be given by such person t o  cover a l l  

such work as sha l l  be done during such. year. 

(b) Upon approval of said bond, the person desiring to  do 

such work sha l l  secure from the County Clerk a non-transferable 
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license which shal l  run u n t i l  the f i r s t  day of January next 

succeeding i t s  issuance, unless sooner revoked. The person 

obtaining a license sha l l  pay an annual license fee of $ 

to the County Clerk; provided, however, any license obtain+ 

a f t e r  the 1 s t  day of July of any year shal l  be computed a t  

r a t e  of one half (112) of the annual fee. 

(c) Nothing herein contained shal l  be construed as pro-  

hibi t ing an individual from instal l ing or repairing h is  own 

appliances or ins ta l l ing ,  extending, replacing, al ter ing,  or 

repairing consumer's piping on h i s  own premises, or as re- 

quiring a license o r  a bond from an individual doing such work 

on his  own premises; provided, however, a l l  such work must be 

done in  conformity with a l l  other provisions of th i s  ordinance, 

including those relat ing to permits, inspection, and fees. 

CHAPTER 5. GAS INSPECTOR AND ASSISTANTS 

To provide for  the administration and enforcement of th i s  

ordinance, the off ice 3s Inspector i s  hereby created. The 

Inspector, and s _ . B S L B L ~ ~ ~ S  as may be necessary in the pro- 

per performance of the duties of the off ice,  sha l l  be appointed 

by the Board of Commissioners of the County of Nassau, and the 

compensation for  such off ice shal l  be determined a t  the time 

of appointment. 

CHAPTER 6. POWERS AND DUTIES OF INSPECTOR 

(a) The Inspector i s  authorized and directed to enforce 

a l l  of the provisions of th i s  ordinance, and the Inspector, 

upon presentation of proper credentials, may enter any building 

o r  premises a t  reasonable times for  the purpose of making in- 

spections or preventing violations of th i s  ordinance. 

(b) The Inspector i s  authorized t o  disconnect any gas 

piping o r  f ix ture  o r  appliance for  which a ce r t i f i ca te  of ap- 

proval i s  required but has not been issued with respect t o  same, 
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o r  which, upon inspection,  s h a l l  be found defect ive  o r  i n  such 

condition a s  t o  endanger l i f e  o r  property. In a l l  cases where 

such disconnection i s  made, a no t i ce  s h a l l  be at tached t o  the  

piping,  f i x t u r e ,  o r  appliance disconnected by the  Inspector,  

which no t ice  s h a l l  s t a t e  t h a t  the  same has been disconnected by 

t he  Inspector,  together  with the  reason o r  reasons there for ,  

and i t  s h a l l  be unlawful f o r  any person t o  remove sa id  no t i ce  

or . reconnect  s a id  gas piping or  f i x t u r e  o r  appliance without 

author iza t ion by the  Inspector and such gas piping or  f i x t u r e  

o r  appliance s h a l l  no t  be put i n  se rv ice  o r  used u n t i l  the  

Inspector has at tached h i s  c e r t i f i c a t e  of approval i n  l i e u  of 

h i s  p r i o r  disconnection no t ice .  

(c)  It s h a l l  be the  duty of the  Inspector t o  confer from 

time t o  time with representa t ives  of the  l o c a l  Health Depart- 

ment, the  l o c a l  F i r e  Department, and the  Gas Company, and other-  

wise obtain from proper sources a l l  he lpfu l  information and 

advice, presenting same t o  the  appropriate Of f i c i a l s  from 

t i m e  t o  time f o r  t h e i r  consideration. 

CHAPTER 7. PERMITS 

(a)  No person s h a l l  i n s t a l l  a gas conversion burner, 

f l o o r  furnace, cen t r a l  heat ing p l an t ,  vented wal l  furnace, 

water heater ,  bo i l e r ,  consumer's gas piping, o r  convert ex i s t -  

ing piping t o  u t i l i z e  na tu ra l  gas without f i r s t  obtaining a 

permit t o  do such work from the  County Clerk; however, per- 

m i t s  w i l l  no t  be required f o r  s e t t i n g  o r  connecting other  

gas appliances, o r  f o r  the  r epa i r  of leaks i n  house piping. 

(b) When only temporary use of gas i s  des i red ,  the  In- 

spector  may i s sue  a permit f o r  such use, f o r  a period of no t  

t o  exceed s i x t y  (60) days, provided the  consumer's gas piping 

t o  be used i s  given a t e s t  equal t o  t h a t  required f o r  a F ina l  

Piping Inspection. 
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(c) Gas Company sha l l  not be required to  obtain permits 

to  s e t  meters, or t o  extend, relocate, remove, o r  repair i t s  

service l ines,  mains, or other f a c i l i t i e s ,  or for  work having 

to  do with i t s  own gas system. 

CHAPTER 8. INSPECTION 

(a) ROUGH PIPING INSPECTION shal l  be made a f t e r  a l l  new 

piping authorized by the permit has been instal led,  and before 

any such piping has been convered o r  concealed o r  any fixtures 

or gas appliances haQe been attached thereto. 

(b) FINAL PIPING INSPECTION shal l  be made a f t e r  a l l  pip- 

ing authorized by the permit has been instal led and a f t e r  a l l  

portions thereof which are t o  be concealed by plastering o r  

otherwise have been so concealed, and before any fixtures or 

gas appliances have been attached thereto. This inspection 

sha l l  include a pressure t e s t ,  a t  which time the piping shal l  

stand an a i r  pressure equal to not less  than the pressure of 

a column of mercury s ix  (6) inches i n  height, and the piping 

sha l l  hold th i s  a i r  pressure for a period of a t  leas t  ten (10) 

minutes without any perceptible drop. A mercury column gauge 

sha l l  be used for  the t e s t .  A l l  tools ,  apparatus, labor, and 

assistance necessary for  the t e s t s  shal l  be furnished by the 

i n s t a l l e r  of such piping. 

CHAPTER 9. CERTIFICATES 

The Inspector sha l l  issue a ce r t i f i ca te  of approval a t  the 

completion of the work for  which a permit for  consumer piping 

has been issued, i f  a f t e r  inspection it i s  found that  such work 

'complies with the provisions of th i s  ordinance. A duplicate 

of each ce r t i f i ca te  issued covering consumer's gas piping shal l  

be delivered to  the Gas Company and used as i t s  authority to  

render gas service. 



CHAPTER 10. FEES 

(a )  The t o t a l  f e e s  f o r  inspec t ion  of consumer's gas p ip ing  . 

a t  one l o c a t i o n  ( inc luding  both rough and f i n a l  p ip ing  inspec- 

t i o n )  s h a l l  be  $1.50 f o r  one t o  four  o u t l e t s ,  i nc lus ive ,  and 

$0.50 f o r  each o u t l e t  above f i v e .  

(b) The f e e s  f o r  inspec t ing  conversion burners ,  f l o o r  

furnaces ,  b o i l e r s  o r  c e n t r a l  hea t ing  p l a n t s  s h a l l  be $1.50 

f o r  each u n i t .  

( c )  The f e e s  f o r  inspec t ing  vented w a l l  furnaces and 

water  h e a t e r s  s h a l l  b e  $1.00 f o r  each u n i t .  

(d) I f  t h e  Inspector  i s  c a l l e d  back, a f t e r  co r rec t ion  of 

d e f e c t s  noted ,  an a d d i t i o n a l  f e e  of $1.00 s h a l l  be  made f o r  

each such r e t u r n  inspect ion .  

(e)  Any and a l l  f e e s  s h a l l  be  pa id  by t h e  person t o  whom 

t h e  permit i s  i ssued .  

CHAPTER 11. VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES 

Any person t h a t  s h a l l  f a i l  t o  comply w i t h  o r  v i o l a t e  any 

of t h e  provis ions  o f  t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  be  g u i l t y  of a m i s -  

demeanor, and upon convic t ion  thereof  s h a l l  b e  f i n e d  n o t  l e s s  

than  $50.00 n o r  more than $500.00, o r  t h e  l i c e n s e  of  such per -  

son may b e  revoked, o r  both  f i n e  and revocat ion  of l i c e n s e  may 

be  imposed. 

CHAPTER 12. NON-LIABILITY 

This ordinance s h a l l  n o t  be  construed a s  imposing upon t h e  

Board of County Commissioners any l i a b i l i t y  o r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

f o r  damages t o  any person i n j u r e d  by any d e f e c t  i n  any gas p ip-  

i n g  o r  appl iance  mentioned h e r e i n ,  o r  by i n s t a l l a t i o n  the reof ,  

n o r  s h a l l  t h e  Inspector  o r  any o f f i c i a l  o r  employee t h e r e o f ,  be  

h e l d  as assuming any such l i a b i l i t y  o r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  by reason 

of t h e  inspec t ion  author izedhereunder  o r  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  of ap- 

p rova l  i s sued  by t h e  Inspector .  



CHAPTER 13. VALIDITY 

If  any section, sub-section, sentence, clause or phrase 

of th i s  ordinance i s ,  for  any reason held to  be unconstitutional 

( or invalid) such (holding) shal l  not affect  the val idi ty of 

the remaining portion of t h i s  ordinance. ' The Board of Commis- 

sioners of Nassau County hereby declare that  it would have 

passed th i s  ordinance and each section, sub-section, sentence, 

clause o r  phrase thereof, irrespective of the fac t  that any one 

or more sections, sub-sections, sentences, clauses, or phrases 

be declared unconstitutional o r  invalid. 

CHAPTER 14. DEFINITIONS 

The following definit ions,  along with those contained in 

Ordinance No. 73-26, are provided for the purpose of interpreta- 

t ion and administration of th i s  ordinance: 

(a) ''Inspector" means the person appointed as Inspector, 

and shal l  include each Assistant Inspector ( i f  any), from time 

to time acting as such under th i s  ordinance by appointment of 

the Board of Commissioners of Nassau County. 

(b) "~erson" means any individual, partnership, firm, 

corporation, or any other organized group of individuals. 

11 (c) Gas Company" means any person distributing gas within 

the l imits of the County of Nassau, or authorized and proposing 

to  so engage. 

(d) "Certificate of Approval" means a document o r  tag i s -  

sued and/or attached by the Inspector t o  the inspected material, 

piping, or appliance ins ta l la t ion ,  f i l l e d  out, together with 

date, address of the premises, and signed by the Inspector. 

11 (e) Certain Appliances" means conversion burners, f loor 

furnaces, central  heating plants, vented wall furnaces, water 

heaters and boilers. 



CHAPTER 15. ORDINANCES REPEALED 

A l l  ordinances, o r  p a r t s  of ordinances, i n  c o n f l i c t  with 

t h i s  ordinance a r e  hereby repealed. 

Passed t h i s  31 day of J u l y  J 1973. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF NASSAJI,, COUNTY, FLORIDA 

k L W & d & , d  
As I t s  Chairman 

At t e s t :  




